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OUR PRACTICE

ECIJA is the largest Latin American law firm with
presence in Central America, Dominican
Republic, Puerto Rico, Chile, Ecuador, Brazil,
Mexico, Argentina, Colombia, Uruguay, Portugal
and Spain, with more than 1000 professionals
and 208 partners.

With 25 years of experience, we have positioned
ourselves as one of the best multidisciplinary and
independent law firms in the Latin American
market, as accredited by the most prestigious
international directories, offering comprehensive
legal services, regulatory compliance and
information security.

The firm has an extremely experienced team      
of professionals   who advise  on  the
development of Real Estate project structures in
accordance to the corresponding regulations,   
either   locally   or   all    over    the Region, as
the case may be. 

Our Real Estate team has a vast experience in
all the transactional   issues related   to            
the acquisition of real  estate     properties      
for   single  -  home   units   or   for   the    future

development of residential, commercial, or
tourist projects, as well as construction
agreements, concession processes,
environmental matters, financing, structuring
special property developments
(condominium, residential and agricultural
schemes). Our services assure the highest
legal security and the most novel legal Real
Estate structures. 

Our law firm advised several individual
investors in the purchase of real estate
properties in Costa Rica, including the
complete cycle of the transaction (draft of
the purchase option agreement, due
diligence review of the real estate property,
closing documents, transfer deed, etc.). 

ECIJA has participated in several
negotiations of concession land located in
the Maritime Zone of Costa Rican coasts,
assisting clients and entities with their
dealings with the municipalities, the Tourism
Board and the National Register.

ECIJA is the Spanish firm with the largest
presence in Latin America, which gives us unique

capabilities to assist our clients.
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OUR SERVICES

The purchase and sale of all kinds of real

estate portfolios.

Joint venture and partners’ contracts for real

estate investments and developments.

Sale and leaseback transaction.

Maritime zone concessions.

Real estate financing and refinancing.

Real estate development schemes.

Establishment of real estate funds and real

estate investment trusts.

Turn-key projects.

Real estate leasing.

Our day-to-day services
focus on efficient
advice, both in the

review and drafting of
routine contractual

documents and the full
range of services

required by our clients.
We understand that
day-to-day services

must be fast and cost
efficient.
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G L O B A L  L E G A L  D I R E C T O R I E S

ECIJA HAS BEEN RECOGNIZED BY THE MOST IMPORTANT 
GLOBAL LEGAL DIRECTORIES FOR SEVERAL YEARS.

“Mauricio Paris is a lawyer with great knowledge in
different areas, which makes him excellent at his job. 

He is dedicated, meticulous and with high standards of
excellence. Also, he has the great combination of
academic knowledge mixed with a lot of practical

experience.” Legal 500 2023

“The use of technology and its proper management 
have allowed them to connect people from different
corners of the planet. Together with their extensive

knowledge of the subject and ability to communicate,
this allows ECIJA to stand out. It is a pleasure working

with them.” Legal 500 2023

"They always find the answer at the perfect time. They
are also very serious and creative, as well as professional

and prepared lawyers.” Chambers & Partners 2023.

”ECIJA team members are aware of the business
environment, and always help with any opportunities that

come up." Chambers & Partners, 2023.

“ECIJA is a firm with a professional team with excellent
interpersonal relationships committed to providing
excellent service to its clients.” Legal 500 2023.       

"They always find the answer at the perfect time. They
are also very serious and creative, as well as professional

and prepared lawyers.” Chambers & Partners 2024.

2024
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OUR TEAM

We offer our clients a single point of contact,

with the time savings of coordinating multiple

tasks, and the overview and knowledge of our

client’s business.

Several of our lawyers have attended the most

prestigious European and North American

universities, and they all hold a wide range of

experience in corporate and commercial

matters. 

This has given the law firm the possibility to

have first-level professionals, with

international perspectives and highly

committed to the firm and its clients. The

team-work is enriched by the experience of

our partners and the proactivity and

innovation of our young lawyers. This

combination guarantees a personalized,

experienced and innovative service focused

on the needs of our clients. 
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OUR TEAM

Mercedes Sancho is a partner in the areas of

Corporate, Real Estate, Foreign Investment,

Notarial Law. 

She has extensive experience in the field of

advising national and foreign companies, as well

as real estate projects, tourism developments

and concessions in both the Maritime Terrestrial

Zone and the Polo de Papagayo Tourism Area. 

She was the in-house counsel for Península

Papagayo Tourism Project -one of the most

relevant developments in Costa Rica- for seven

years. This project gave her the opportunity to

work with interdisciplinary teams (engineers,

geologists, property managers and real estate

developers) and therefore she developed great

abilities to better understand the complete

process of a real estate acquisition and being

able to provide clients an integral legal

assessment. 

ECIJA with the leadership of Mercedes is the

legal counsel for the Costa Rican Global  

Realtors Association of Realtors (CRGAR). ECIJA

provides all the training and basic legal  

knowledge that realtors need to offer their

services in Costa Rica.

Mercedes is currently working with the Costa Rican

Realtors Association (Cámara Costarricense de

Corredores de Bienes Raíces -CCCBR-) with the

positioning of sustainable real estate practices in

Costa Rica.

Mercedes is one of the few law firm womer

partners guiding a real estate practice by assisting

foreign clients with the pre closing, closing and

post closing processes in the Tamarindo and

Flamingo areas.

Mercedes graduated from the University of Costa

Rica with a degree in Law and Public Notary. She is

currently finishing an MBA degree from EUNCET

Business School, Barcelona  with a specialization in

Marketing, Technology and Innovation at ADEN

International Business School (specialization

granted by George Washington University).

She is a member the Women in Profession

Association of the Vance Center of NYC , being

one of the founders, Costa Rican Attorney´s Bar,

Secretariat at the Costa Rican Corporate

Responsibility Association (Consejo Consultivo

Nacional de Responsabilidad Social.

Mercedes speaks Spanish and English.

Mercedes Sancho

Mercedes Sancho

+506 8881.3392
msancho@ecija.com
Mercedes Sancho Rubí
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OUR TEAM

Hazel is an attorney and Public Notary. As an

Associate Attorney and Director of our Flamingo

office, Hazel brings 7 years of corporate and

real estate experience, serving both the Central

Pacific and Northern Guanacaste areas of

Costa Rica.

 

In addition to holding degrees in Law and

Business, her experience supporting prestigious

real estate development companies and the

largest law firms in Costa Rica gives Hazel a

global perspective.

Hazel has a great ability to seek solutions and

execute all real estate transactions, that is why

she is an indispensable part of the team.

 

Hazel speaks both Spanish and English.

Associate with more than 3 years of experience in

commercial, corporate and real estate law.

Mariana is well known for executing successful real

estate transactions. She provides corporate advice

to national and internacional clients according to

their specific need for legal assistance.

 

Mariana also works in the field of consumer law,

assisting commercial companies in the correct

daily exercise of the commercial acts they employ.  

She also provides assistance with sanitary

registrations of different products before the

different governmental entities in Costa Rica.

Mariana has a great ability to develop legal

project management tools for all real estate

transaction to become successful.

 

Hazel Herrera Mariana  Barahona



ECIJA LEGAL COSTA RICA

SAN  JOSÉ
Avenida Escazú, Torre Lexus,
3er piso. San Rafael de Escazú,
San José.

GUANACASTE
Centro Comercial La Plaza,
Flamingo, Guanacaste. 

www.ecija.com

FOLLOW US:
ECIJA Legal Centroamérica
     ECIJA Centroamérica  
     ECIJA Legal Costa Rica


